
A  STUDY FOR THE DTT AUCTION IN GREECE: NUMBER OF 

LICENSES AND RESERVE PRICE 



 A Study for the DTT Auction in Greece: Number of Licenses and Reserve Price 

2 

The FSR Communications and Media 

The Florence School of Regulation - Communications and Media (FSR C&M) is an initiative of 

the European University Institute (EUI), which is specifically located at the Robert Schuman 

Centre for Advanced Studies (RSCAS). As part of the EUI, the FSR C&M works closely with the 

European Commission and with the body of European Regulators of Electronic 

Communications (BEREC). In addition, it has established institutional partnerships with the 

Independent Regulators Group (IRG). 

The FSR C&M is an independent forum for discussion among interested stakeholders, 

including companies, policy makers, regulators and academics. Its core activities include (i) 

policy discussions, (ii) training, and (iii) research activities. It is directed by Pier Luigi Parcu 

with the support of a high level Scientific Committee and a team of Research Associates and 

Project Assistants.  
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Finally, as the financial data available for the period 2013-2015 are incomplete and 

present inconsistencies, we are unable to apply any of the standard benchmarking 

scenarios to define the number of licenses to be granted on financial viability grounds. 

Yet, as the overall financial obligations of the sector exceed the amount of 700 million 

Euros and the advertising revenues of the nationwide content providers have been falling 

in the last years20, it is arguable that a contained number of licences, as derived above on 

technical grounds, could facilitate the economic viability of the winning operators. 

d.  Conclusions

From the initial analysis, above, a few conclusions can be drawn: 

i. Before auctioning the new TV licenses, the Greek Administration should adopt a

New Frequency Plan.

ii. To be future-proof, and to guarantee the best use of resources and the healthy

development of the TV market, the New Frequency Plan should only use the

frequencies assigned to Greece by the GE06 agreement.

iii. The 700 MHz frequency band could be dedicated to (and auctioned for) mobile

communications, and the New Plan should use only GE06 frequencies in the sub-

700 MHz band (Channels 21 – 48).

iv. The maximum number of multiplexes assigned to Greece in the sub-700 MHz

band, by GE06 agreement, is 4. 2 of them are reserved for public TV broadcasting,

while the other 2 could be used for private TV broadcasting. Since a multiplex

using the current technology and a robust coding scheme can carry 20 Mbit/s,

and hence a maximum of 2 HD channels, the total number of nationwide private

channels that can be transmitted in Greece is 4. Considering that each license will

be issued for a slot relating to one nationwide channel only, the number of

licenses that should currently be auctioned by the Greek Administration cannot

therefore exceed the 4.

20 Direction Business, (2014). Annual Report – Communications and Media Market in Greece 2014: Facts and Figures. 

v. This should not exclude the possibility that, in the future, when new technologies

will allow any multiplex to carry more than 2 HD channels, more licenses could

be issued. In fact, the object of the license that will be granted through auction is

not the frequency, but only a single programme that can be transmitted over it.




