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Finally,
present

as the financial data available for the period 2013-2015 are incomplete and
inconsistencies, we are unable to apply any of the standard benchmarking

scenarios to define the number of licenses to be granted on financial viability grounds.
Yet, as the overall financial obligations of the sector exceed the amount of 700 million
Euros and the advertising revenues of the nationwide content providers have been falling

in the la

st years?’, it is arguable that a contained number of licences, as derived above on

technical grounds, could facilitate the economic viability of the winning operators.

d. Conclusions

From th

e initial analysis, above, a few conclusions can be drawn:

Before auctioning the new TV licenses, the Greek Administration should adopt a
New Frequency Plan.

To be future-proof, and to guarantee the best use of resources and the healthy
development of the TV market, the New Frequency Plan should only use the
frequencies assigned to Greece by the GEO6 agreement.

The 700 MHz frequency band could be dedicated to (and auctioned for) mobile
communications, and the New Plan should use only GEO6 frequencies in the sub-
700 MHz band (Channels 21 — 48).

The maximum number of multiplexes assigned to Greece in the sub-700 MHz
band, by GEO6 agreement, is 4. 2 of them are reserved for public TV broadcasting,
while the other 2 could be used for private TV broadcasting. Since a multiplex
using the current technology and a robust coding scheme can carry 20 Mbit/s,
and hence a maximum of 2 HD channels, the total number of nationwide private
channels that can be transmitted in Greece is 4. Considering that each license will
be issued for a slot relating to one nationwide channel only, the number of
licenses that should currently be auctioned by the Greek Administration cannot
therefore exceed the 4.

This should not exclude the possibility that, in the future, when new technologies
will allow any multiplex to carry more than 2 HD channels, more licenses could
be issued. In fact, the object of the license that will be granted through auction is
not the frequency, but only a single programme that can be transmitted over it.

20 Direction Business, (2014). Annual Report — Communications and Media Market in Greece 2014: Facts and Figures.
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